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PLEASE READ CAREFULLY

Election for Executive Member – Auckland-Southern Region - 2019-2020
INSTRUCTIONS FOR THE CONDUCT OF THE ELECTION

1. Candidate Information

Names and personal details of the candidates in this election are enclosed with this circular.

2. Enclosures

Also please find enclosed:

a) a branch electoral roll for your branch which states the numbers of voting papers being issued to your branch and which lists eligible members;

1. form for notification of result – two copies;


one copy should be emailed to returningofficer@ppta.org.nz or posted in time to be received by the PPTA Returning Officer, Freepost 103122, PO Box 2119, Wellington, by 5 pm on Friday 26 October 2018.  The other is to be retained by the Branch Returning Officer – see paragraph 10;

1. a freepost envelope for return of result;
1. guidelines for conducting the election.
3. Who May Vote

Every full member who at 12 September 2018 was recorded as financial as shown on the enclosed electoral roll and those who were not full members or financial as at 12 September 2018 but have contracted to pay full subscriptions between then and 26 September 2018 may vote.  This includes pro-rata (part-time) and relieving teachers who are entitled to full membership and who have contracted to pay the appropriate subscription rate for such persons.

4. Who May Not Vote

Student members and honorary members are not entitled to vote.

5. Appointing of Returning Officer/Scrutineers

If it hasn’t already done so, the Branch is to appoint a Branch Returning Officer and such number of scrutineers (at least one) as the Branch considers necessary to assist the Branch Returning Officer in the proper conduct of the ballot.

Neither the Branch Returning Officer nor any scrutineer is to be a candidate in this election, although candidates can appoint scrutineers if they wish.

6. Checking the Electoral Roll

Before distributing any ballot papers to members, the Branch Returning Officer and scrutineer(s) are to check the enclosed electoral roll for completeness and accuracy.  If there is any doubt regarding the eligibility of any member to vote, or where insufficient voting papers have been supplied (because of new members joining) please communicate immediately with the National Poll Clerk, Christine McNicol – cmcnicol@ppta.org.nz or phone (04) 913 4235.
7. Conduct of Election

Within each Branch, the election is to be conducted under the direction of the Branch Returning Officer.  The Branch Returning Officer is to ensure:
a) When individual ballot papers are distributed to eligible members that each member acknowledges receipt of her/his voting paper by signing the enclosed electoral roll.

1. That arrangements are made and advertised to allow eligible members who are absent because of illness, work or other commitments, disability, etc. to cast a special vote.

1. That eligible members are aware of the day on which voting within the Branch is to close.  For this purpose it is suggested that a special meeting be convened on or about Thursday 18 October 2018 to enable members to cast and deliver their votes.  This would then allow for the Branch voting to be counted and for the return of results to the National Returning Officer to be posted by Tuesday 23 October 2018.

1. That voting is secret and that a ballot box is provided for members to return their votes.

8. Counting of Votes


Instructions on how to vote appear on the voting paper.  However, in deciding whether a particular vote is valid or not Branch Returning Officers and scrutineers should accept any voting paper which indicates clearly the intention of the person voting.  Where the number of votes cast exceeds the number of ballot papers issued, the election is to be declared void and the National Returning Officer advised immediately by telephone.

9. Return of Result


One copy of the form of notification of results, properly countersigned, is to be emailed to returningofficer@ppta.org.nz or posted in time to be received by the PPTA Returning Officer, Freepost 103122, PO Box 2119, Wellington by Friday 26 October 2018.  (Posting by Tuesday 23 October 2018 will ensure that this deadline is met.)  Returns not received by 5 pm Friday 26 October 2018 risk being disallowed in the final count.

10. Custody of Ballot Papers, etc.


The Branch copy of the form of notification of results, all ballot papers counted, the electoral roll and any other document associated with this election is to be retained by the Branch in safe custody for at least one year (i.e. until 26 October 2019).  This requirement is in case of a disputed ballot.

11. Individual Voting


Any financial member who does not wish to participate in the voting being arranged within the Branch may exercise his/her vote by email or postal ballot and may email or post his/her voting paper direct to the PPTA Returning Officer, Freepost 103122, P O Box 2119, Wellington, so that it is received no later than 5 pm on Friday 26 October 2018.

12. Small Branches


In small Branches where there may be difficulty in appointing a suitable person as either Returning Officer or scrutineer and, at the same time, preserving the need for the ballot to be a secret one, members should vote as individuals and email or post their voting papers directly to the PPTA Returning Officer, Freepost 103122, PO Box 2119, Wellington, to be received no later than 5 pm on Friday 26 October 2018.

13. Use of envelopes


The special freepost envelope, addressed to the PPTA Returning Officer, is provided for the purpose of returning election results or individual voting papers and will not be opened until after the closing date for voting.  In no circumstances should it be used for ordinary correspondence. 

IMPORTANT

i) Ensure that every eligible member has the opportunity to cast a secret ballot in this election.

ii) Ensure that the forms of notification of the result are countersigned by the Branch Returning Officer and scrutineer(s) and that one copy is posted to the National Returning Officer before 5 pm on Tuesday 23 October 2018 or emailed to returningofficer@ppta.org.nz to be received before 5 pm on Friday 26 October 2018.
iii) Retain the Branch copy of the notification of result, the electoral roll, the voting papers counted and any other document associated with this election until 26 October 2019 or longer if required by the National Returning Officer.
Michael Stevenson
National Returning Officer

National Election – Guidelines for Branches

1. The Branch Secretary shall inform the Branch that voting is to take place.  Information provided about the candidates for the positions should be displayed to members.

2. The Branch Secretary shall check the printout of Branch members and note any discrepancies.  These should be forwarded to National Office immediately.

3. Upon receipt of election material and ballot papers, the Branch shall appoint a Returning Officer (normally the Secretary) and a scrutineer, neither of whom are to be candidates in that election.
4. The Branch Chairperson and Returning Officer shall nominate the day on which/by which voting will take place and will inform the members of the date in advance.

NB
It is recommended that ballots be issued and returned on the same day with provision made for special votes for persons who cannot be present that day or over the voting period.

5. The Branch Returning Officer shall ensure the fair conduct of the election in all respects:

a) The procedures set down must be followed;

5. Members must be fully briefed using authorised information sent by National Office or the region.  Information about candidates should be clearly displayed and available to all members;

5. All reasonable steps must be taken to prevent prejudicial remarks from being made about a candidate.  Opinions expressed publicly must be in objective terms and should relate to the candidate’s ability to fulfil the requirements of the office.  Derogatory statements of a personal nature are unethical and contravene the Code of Ethics.

Conducting the Election

Elections shall be conducted by secret ballot.

The Branch Returning Officer shall:

1. Issue a ballot paper to each member, who then signs for it on the Branch roll provided.  Accommodation must be made for absent members to cast a special vote.

2. Destroy any unsigned ballot paper after confirmation by the scrutineer that all members eligible to vote have been issued with a voting paper.

3. Provide a ballot box which is clearly labelled and easily accessible to members.  Reasonable steps should be taken to ensure security.

4. Tally the votes with the scrutineer as soon as possible.  The results are to be recorded on two tally sheets, one to be forwarded to National Office, the other to be retained by the Branch with the voting papers.

NB
Any member has the right to return his/her voting paper to the National Returning Officer by email or in an envelope marked: The PPTA Returning Officer, Freepost 103122, PO Box 2119, Wellington, and post it to that address before the closing date for the election.

5. Ensure that the Branch copy of the tally sheet is publicly displayed to members for a week.

NB
The ballot papers, the Branch tally sheet and the signed Branch roll are to be kept by the Branch Secretary for at least one year before being destroyed or longer (if directed by the National Returning Officer).
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Notification of the result of the election for
EXECUTIVE MEMBER – AUCKLAND-SOUTHERN WARD
for the 2019-2020 Association year
Branch ______________________________________________
PPTA National Returning Officer

Freepost 103122
P O Box 2119
WELLINGTON

We the undersigned, hereby declare that at the election conducted by this branch, the candidates received the number of votes set opposite their names:

	RAJ DAWSON
	

	KYLEE HOUPAPA
	


	
	
	Branch Returning Officer

	
	
	

	
	
	Branch Scrutineer

	
	
	

	
	
	Branch 

	
	
	(Please Print)


NB
One copy of this form must be emailed to returningofficer@ppta.org.nz or posted in time to be received by the PPTA Returning Officer, Freepost 103122, P O Box 2119, Wellington, by Friday 26 October 2018.
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Notification of the result of the election for
EXECUTIVE MEMBER – AUCKLAND-SOUTHERN WARD
for the 2019-2020 Association year
Branch ______________________________________________
PPTA National Returning Officer

Freepost 103122
P O Box 2119
WELLINGTON

We the undersigned, hereby declare that at the election conducted by this branch, the candidates received the number of votes set opposite their names:

	RAJ DAWSON
	

	KYLEE HOUPAPA
	


	
	
	Branch Returning Officer
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	(Please Print)


NB
One copy of this form must be emailed to returningofficer@ppta.org.nz or posted in time to be received by the PPTA Returning Officer, Freepost 103122, P O Box 2119, Wellington, by Friday 26 October 2018.
NOMINATIONS FOR EXECUTIVE MEMBER – AUCKLAND-SOUTHERN WARD

RAJ DAWSON
Southern Cross Campus College
Personal Information
A Commerce teacher at Southern Cross College, I have been working for all of 21 years but one, in South Auckland. My previous decade long stint was at Marcellin College.
Professional Information

1998: Teacher Science & Commerce – Rutherford College

1999-2008: Asst. Teacher Commerce & Dean Y 10, Marcellin College

2008 – Current: HoD Commerce, Southern Cross College

Association Information

2005 – 2009: Secretary, ARMC

2010 – 2013: Southern Ward Co-Chair

2014 – 15: Deputy Chairperson, ARMC

2016 – 17: Southern Ward Co-Chair

Personal Statement

It will be an honour to represent the branches of South Auckland schools at the national level. I have a deep understanding of our students, the teaching fraternity, and the communities of our local area.

There are serious educational concerns currently being debated in New Zealand, which will have a lasting impact on our schools. There is an ongoing review to NCEA, as well as significant changes occurring to ‘Tomorrow’s Schools’.

We need someone who understands the landscape of our unique demographic to represent our needs at the highest level as these changes are worked through. The pedagogical requirements are quite distinct for us in our wards, and I will be in a position to influence policies that ENHANCE, not hinder, the delivery of our core functions.

My experience of holding various offices at both the branch level and the Auckland Regional level, has given me valuable insights into the functioning of our association. If I am to be elected, I will continue to represent the branches and their voices at the national level with the same vigour and enthusiasm that I am currently exhibiting. Both in representing the needs of my branch specifically, and in representing Area schools more widely.


KYLEE HOUPAPA
Western Springs College
Personal Information
45 years old. Mother of two, grandmother of one. Star Wars nerd with hobbies that range from cross-stitch to pottery, reading and record collecting.  

Professional Information

BA History and Politics from University of Auckland (2007)

Grad Dip. Teaching (Secondary) from University of Auckland (2008)
Post-Grad Cert in Educational Leadership from AUT University (2016)

Previous careers include Chefing, Hospitality Management, Event and Arts Management.
Auckland Girls’ Grammar 2009-2017: English Teacher, Dean.
Auckland Girls’ Grammar School: Board of Trustees - Staff Trustee 2016 – 2017.
Western Springs College - Nga Puna o Waiorea 2018 - English Teacher.
Association Information

I have been a member since I began teaching in 2009.

At Auckland Girls’ Grammar where I taught for nine years, I was (at different times) Women’s Rep, NETS Rep, Branch Chair and Branch Secretary.  

I am currently Secretary on the Branch Committee at Western Springs College - Nga Puna o Waiorea.
Auckland Regional Management Committee:

Eastern Ward Co-convener 2015

Womens’ Coordinator 2016

Southern Ward Executive 2017, 2018
National Executive:

Curriculum Advisory Committee 2017 and 2018
Political Strategy Committee 2017
I and O Planning Committee 2017, 2018
Personal Statement
Teaching is not for the fainthearted!  Our role in the classroom, school hallways and out on the playgrounds is one that is vital for the future of our society. I came into teaching out of a desire to contribute to my community in a positive way. It saddens me to think of the many issues that are now forcing teachers to consider leaving the profession; those same issues making it a less attractive proposition for graduates and others who would otherwise be wonderful in the classroom.

I think this is a crucial time for our profession and the mahi being done by both National Office staff and elected representatives is more important than ever. Being involved at the Executive level has been an enriching experience which has provided me with a great deal of both professional and personal development. I feel blessed to be a member of an organisation that, at its heart, is truly member-driven and focused on improving the lives of all teachers and our ākonga. I seek re-election to the Executive and hope to be given this opportunity once again.
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